
This current generation of students have more names attributed 
to them than any previous generation – are they Gen Y or  
Gen Z, the New Net Generation, Echo Boomers, Digital Natives, 
or Millennials – whatever name they are referred to makes little 
difference, because it all points in the same direction, they have 
been surrounded by digital technology from infancy, or they 
have grown up having extensive experience with the web and 
other technologies. They were born into a highly technological 
world where they navigate and communicate their way around 
a society which is both technologically-rich and information-
rich. They come from families who increasingly use ICT for 
learning, recreation, management and communication. And it 
is not just a cliché to say that the world they inhabit is different 
and changing rapidly. Technologies are cheaper, more mobile 
and able to be used by learners of all ages. Our students’ 
worlds are increasingly being shaped by their abilities to 
acquire, communicate, access and manipulate information 
using ICT and to respond creatively to emerging technologies. 
ICT capabilities are essential for participation in today’s society 
and economy.  So how do we respond to these challenges, 
changing expectations and surroundings? We do what we at 
Collegiate know is important, we prepare our students in the 
best way possible.

Collegiate’s Partnership with Acer
Founders’ Hall provides an IT rich learning environment for our 
250 Middle School students in Years 5 to 8. We are grateful for 
the support of Acer Computers Australia in helping us to equip 
this beautiful new building with state-of-the-art technology. Acer 
has as its vision, ‘empowering people’ and in that way the two 
organisations are completely in tune with each other. Student 
use of notebook computers is embedded in the Middle School 
curriculum and contributes to student-centred learning.  Our 
emphasis is on higher order thinking skills and the development 

of creativity, collaborative learning and innovative practices. The 
notebooks and other portable technology are entirely consistent 
with the way our students now expect to learn and stay 
connected. Our young adolescent learners are completely sold 
on the idea of being productive while on the move; they like to 
connect and communicate with others and have the opportunity 
to customise their learning through information technology. 

To assist this, throughout the campus digital noticeboards 
display the daily bulletin, and data projectors and screens are 
installed in larger spaces. Wireless access points link student 
notebooks to the school network. Classrooms are equipped 
with interactive whiteboards, computers, scanners and printers. 
Interactive whiteboards enhance student learning, catering for 
different learning styles, enabling discussion and collaboration, 
and bringing the world into the classroom. The integration of 
ICTs into the learning program motivates and engages students 
to explore and experiment, to think and work creatively, to reflect 
and plan, to use feedback and self-assessment, to create 
new knowledge, to communicate with others, and to work 
interactively with local and global learning communities. 
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What our students say
This year my laptop has been really useful with research and 
writing out reports. I have learned a lot about using lots of cool 
computer programs and finding out how to do new things. 
I really enjoy having the smart board because it is easy to 
understand the things that the teacher is trying to teach us.  

Jess

It is an easy way to find information and play educational games.  

Sarah

Technology helps us go further, reach higher and achieve more.

Hannah

I love the electronic white board because we all get to have a 
go in the educational activities.

Emma

It makes learning so much more fun and exciting.

Maddy

IT at Collegiate can be like a second teacher.

Adeline



What our teachers sayGood teaching made excellent
Glen Carmichael

Coming from a Computer Science background the chance 
to have this excellent technology at our fingertips has been a 
great privilege. It allows me to use online computer programs 
to target the learning for particular students in Mathematics 
with programs like Hotmaths, where some students can 
do consolidation work, while others can be stretched and 
challenged. After attending a recent conference in Queensland 
on the use of ICT in schools I am very keen to implement the 
use of “wikis” in the class. These online forums allow students 
to discuss topics with others students from different classes, 
schools and even countries. Like MSN this is a culture that 
is very familiar to students and holds great potential for the 
classroom. I also use online surveys where students can 
do self and peer assessment online, giving each student 
real-time feedback on their work and highlighting areas for 
improvement. The facilities in the new Middle School are 
outstanding, allowing us as teachers to use a wide range to 
ICT to facilitate and improve our teaching styles. 

Janene Crowle

My key focus as a teacher enacted through my planning 
and reflection on my teaching is my desire to make every 
day novel. Whether this is a new pedagogical approach, 
something tailored for the student, or tasks to differentiate the 
learning for students, my focus is on the adaptation and use 
of technology in an authentic way to challenge students and 
their thinking. I might be challenging them to learn new ways 
of using a program, new ways of considering and solving 
problems. I like to think that I have innovative and creative 
thoughts and encourage this from my students. I have a strong 
visual focus in my teaching utilising the interactive whiteboard 
and endeavour to have students as the focus of the learning. 
This means that I use student-led learning teams, scaffolded 
learning, peer review and peer assessment. I have a strong 
technology knowledge base especially after completing my 
Graduate Certificate in ICT Education. The integration of 
interactive whiteboards has allowed me to scaffold lessons 
so they are student led. Using this approach shifts the locus 
of ‘power’ from the teacher to the student, encouraging 
engagement and ownership of the learning, as well as deeper 
critical and reflective learning. Through technology my change 
in pedagogy has enabled students to become masters of 
their own learning, utilising our intranet, email, blogs and 
e-portfolios, creating a community of digital learners. The 

electronic curriculum caters for those who are away from 
school. Both parents and students can access materials for 
learning and are encouraged to do so. The intranet allows the 
flow of learning beyond the classroom to the outside world. 
The technology provisions at Founders’ Hall has enabled me 
to effectively cater for the digital natives I teach.

These days a good teacher is differentiated from an excellent 
one by one defining feature. A good teacher uses technology 
and an excellent teacher knows how to make it an effective 
part of the teaching and learning process. At Collegiate we 
support our teachers to develop their use of technology in the 
classroom.

Some of the essential ways that our teachers are integrating 
ICT into their learning programs is by selecting appropriate 
learning activities, tools and resources to:

•  motivate and engage;

•  personalise learning;

•  develop ICT literacy;

•  establish communities of learning; and

•  assess progress and evaluate teaching.

At Collegiate our teachers use ICT to:

•   empower students to purposefully select activities, 
applications and modes of communication;

•   gather and make electronic resources available to students 
for ‘anytime’ access;

•  use information from online sources;

•   select and use learning objects to create learning activities 
and sequences;

•   engage students in simulations, modelling and creative 
activities;

•   encourage the use of games and programs that 
contextualise concepts;

•   provide problem-solving challenges;

•  engage students with virtual objects and worlds;

•   provide opportunities for students to be part of broader 
communities;

•   support student participation in online collaborative 
projects; and

•   make learning activities, information, courses and feedback 
available online anywhere – anytime.

Acer Computers Australia is a proud supporter of St Michael’s 
Collegiate School and their generous donation helped us to 
equip our new Founders’ Hall Middle School with state-of-the-
art technology. In turn, Collegiate is delighted to be a partner 
with Acer Computers to showcase the use of technology in 
education. Acer Computers Australia has for many years been 
a significant supplier to the education market in Australia, 
supplying to all sectors including universities, TAFE, and 
significant Independent and Government schools. Acer is 
acknowledged as the preeminent supplier to education clients 
nationally. A feature of this partnership is the responsive, 
excellent service and technical support. This partnership with 
Acer Computer Australia helps us to create a truly effective 
learning environment where we are able to integrate technology 
into the learning process. Today’s students need to be fully 
prepared for the exciting challenges of the new century. Having 
up-to-date computer equipment is an essential part of that 
experience. How students learn and interact today becomes a 
great model for how they’ll work in the future.


